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"The Caſe and Title of Henry Robinſon of London Eſq; unto a 


Deputation and Management of both the Letter-Offices, toge- 
ther with the profits thereunto belonging,deriv'dfrom theRighte 
Honourable Charls Lord Stazhop, 'unto Endymion Porter Eq. 
deceaſed, and George Porter Eſq. his Son, and from themun- 
tothe ſaid Henry Robinſon, as it was repreſented unto the Con- 
vention fitting at the time of his Majeſties happy Reſtoration, 
which afterwards ſettled the ſame upon his Majeſty, withour 
any confideration untothe ſaid H. Robinſon for the claim and 
improvement of the {aid Offices from about 3000! per annun 
to about 30000! per annum, to the undoing the ſaid H. Robin- 


ſon, his Wife and Children. 

Hat the Office of Poſtmaſter General of the Dominions of England, 
in ] is one of the ancienteſt Offices of England. 
J T hat the nominating of all Poſtmaſters,and carriage of all Le#ters 
both Irlaxd and Forraign,both of the Publick and Particulars, are mem- 
bers of, and incident and belonging unto the ſaid Office, together with 
the Profits and Perquiſits thereby accruing 3 as appears by ancient deeds 
and Cuſtome beyond the memory of man. 

That John Lord Stazbop had a grant of the ſaid Office in the 32.0fEl:s. 
1577. under the Broad-Seal of England, and by himſelf his Deputy and 
Agents enjoyed the carriage of all Letters by Poſt, both Forraign and In- 
Land, for about 40. years, untill he dyed. 

That Charls Lord Sta»bop, who is {till living, had a reverſion of the 
iid Office, and by himſelf his Deputies and Agents, enjoyed the carri- 
age of all Letters,until he was illegally diſturbed by one Mathew Dequeſter, 
who having been the Lord Stanhops Deputy for the carriage of Forraigr 
and Iriſh Letters, about 20. years together, under pretence of a grant of 
a new Office by him obtained, upon untrue ſuggeſtions for ſervices to be 
done out of the Kings Dominions (a reverſion whereof Mr.William Withe- 
rings then claim'd by) by authority thereof took upon him the carriage 
off orraign Letters, | 

That inthe year 1624. the ſaid Charls Lord Sta»hop brought his ation 
againſt the ſaid Dequeſter for taking upon him the carriage of Merchants 


Letters, and receiving moneys for the Poſtage thereof from Londow to 
Ant- 
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| | | #23 | 
Awtwerp,without the Licenſe, and againſt the will of him the ſaid Lord 
Starhop, who is Poſtmaſter General, and recovered a Verdif againſt the 
ſaid Dequeſter. | 

That the Parliament in the 4 of the late King, upon report of a ſele& 
Committee, taking notice of the ſaid Dequeſters undue ſuggeſtions for the 
gaining of the ſaid Patent,for ſervices to be done in Forraign Parts, out of 
the Kings Dominions,and of the Lord Staxhops Verdict againſt Dequeſter, 
did declare, and _—m—_—_— againſt Dequeſters ſaid Patent, in favour 
of the Lord Staxhops faid Patent. 

T hat the ſaid Herry Robinſon and his ſaid Truſtees, have by ſeveral 
mean Aſſignments lawfully conveyed unto them the Deputation, Ma- 
nagement, and profits of the ſaid Offices during the life of the ſaid Charls 
Lord $tanhop, who is ſtill living. 

T hat the ſaid Herry Robinſon was in poſſeſſion of the ſaid Offices at 
the firſt aſſembling of the Long Parliament. | 

That Mr. Thomas Witherizgs who procured a reverſion of Dequeſters 
Patent, for ſervices to be done ont of the Kings Dominions, well knowing 
the invalidity thereof, made over his Intereſt to the Right Honourable 
Robert late Earl of Warwick,upon which one Mr.P#/ey and others fouhd 
means to havea Male of Forraign Letters to be betrayed into their hands, 
whereby the ſaid Earl of arwickcame to get the poſſeſſion of the For- 
raign Letter Office. 

Hereupon the ſaid Herry Robinſon was prevailed upon to call in Ed- 
mund Prideaux Eſq;zdecealed,then aMember of the HonbleHouſe of Com- 
mens,to prote(t him(as he hop'd) inthe more fure keepiPg of the Inland 
LetterOffice in Bartholmew L ane,& recovery of the Forraign from the faid 
Earl of Warwick; but inſtead thereof, the ſaid Edmund Prideanxdid not 
only ſuffer the ſaid Earl of Warwick quietly to enjoy the ſaid Forraign 
Office, but removed the Inland Ofiice out of Bartholmew Lane, unto a he 
queſtred houſe, and took the profits to himfelf, ſaying, that he-carryed 
Letters by the Liberty of the Subject, | 

Thereupon the ſaid H:zry Robinſon, well knowing that he could deal 
with the ſaid Prideanux at his own weapon of the Liberty of the SubjedF, if 
it might as well have been permitted him. The faid H. Robiaſdpr (far 
before any other undertakers thought thereon) through'the m-fight he 
had in the ſaid Offices, being well aſſured, That if he undertook to carry 
Letters thrice a Week, Whereas the ſaid Prideaux carryed but once 5 And 
#f be the ſaidRobinſon world take but 39 for 4 ſingle Letter, whereas the 
ſaid Prideaux t00k,69, that there would be ſent, for time to cone, abeve 


fix 


(3) 
ſox three penny Letters for every ſix penny Letter which had been ſent in the 


Jaid Prideaux his time, reſolved upon ſending thrice aweek,and to take bub 
31 for « ſingle Letter at #he moſt, and for Scotland, Ireland, and Forraign 
Parts,accordingly,and to make more fure work,(as he had cauſeto hope ) 
did take the ſubſcriptions of moſt conſiderable Merchants and others, in 

" and about London, Tork, New-Caſtle, Exeter, Plymouth, Briſtol, andother 

Parts of Ergland, Scotland, Ireland, and forraign parts (which are yet ex- 
tant to be teen) thereby obliging themſelves, 6 far as,the Laws of the 

Land and the Liberty afthe Subjet did permit, to ſend alltheir Letters, 

both Inland and Forraign, unto the ſaid Hezry Robiſon, whenfoever he 
would undertakethe conveyance of them uponthe terms aforeſaid; and 
in orderthereunto the faid. Hezry.'Robirſox. ſettled Poſt-Stages up. and 
downfrom one end of Exgland+unto the other, provided with ſufficient 
number of Poſt-horſes for that purpoſe, and made ſeveral Journeys into 

France, Flanders, Brabant,and the united Provinces, for treating with his 
Agents, and ſettling his Correſpondents in Forraign Parts, all at his own 
particular coſts and'chargesz and juſtas he was ready topubliſhthe fame, 
and giye notice to! all perſops, when, ang ta what places they ſhould be-. 
gin to bring their Letters 3 the ſaid Long Parliament on the 21;of March 
1649. threugh misinformation of the faid Pr/dfaux, made theſe foffow- 
ing Reſolves, Fz. + Ou | 


Reſolved, by the Parliament, That the Offices of Poſimaſter Inland and 
F wv are end ought to be in the ſole Power and diſpoſal of the Common- 
wealth-* oO kts 

Reſolved by the Parliament, That it be referred unto the Council of State 
to conſider of the Offices of Poſimaſters, and of the intereſt of thoſe perſons 
| who claim any thing therein, and to take into conſideration, how the ſame 
way be ſettled in the beſt way, for the advantage and ſafety of the Common 
Wealth, and report their opinions therein to the Houſe, and that they take 
order for the preſent management thereof inthe mean time. | 


Hereupon(though the ſaid Prideaxx [till continued to manage and en- 
joy the profits of the Inland Office) the ſaid Robinſon, fearing he might by 
the power of his oppoſers, be made an offender, was diſabled to proceed 
further in carrying Letters, both by the liberty of the Subjed&, and the 
authority derived unto him from the ſaid Charls Lord Stanhop, Poſtma- 
ſter General of Exgland, and the Dominions thereunto belonging. ' 
But the ſaid contrivance of ſending Letters thrice aWeekinftead of 
| once, 


fl - 1993 


once, and taking but 3 for a ſingle £2 Sa 69, being thus diſcoves< 
red bythe ſaid Henry Robipſon, was ſeveral years after indulged by Oliver: 
ewiſcalled ProteGor,to be put inexecution by others whereby theOffice became 
forthwith improved, 'and fo thonght worthy to be annexed unto.the Crown 
Revenue. £ | 


The ſaid Henry Robinſon therefore, . whoſe Title being ſuch un- 
' to the management and profits ofthe ſaid Offices, aud by whoſe 
| contrivance, charge,and trouble,the ſaid Offices had been ſo much 
| improved, as well to the benefit of the ſaid Offices, as to the in- 
creaſe of Trade and Correſpondency., to the great content and «c- 

' commodation of the people in general, "aoing undergone the trou- 

ble, wexation, charge and dammage, of above twenty yeares 

reſccution and attendance, did then humbly pray to bereliey- 

cd therein, and that he might be reſtored tothe poſleftion and 

management of both the ſaid Offices,as he was before atche firſt 

alcmbling of the {gid long Parhament., Be warnatnla 
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